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The HCBS Waiver ensures:
“Settings are integrated in and support full access of individuals receiving 
Medicaid HCBS to the greater community, including opportunities to seek 
employment and work in competitive integrated settings, engage in community life, 
control personal resources and receive services in the community, to the same 
degree of access as individuals not receiving Medicaid services”

“Ensures an individual’s...dignity and respect”

“Optimizes...independence in making life choices”

“Facilitates individual choice regarding services and supports and who provides 
them”

https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/hcbs/downloads/requirements-for-home-and-community-settings.pdf

https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/hcbs/downloads/requirements-for-home-and-community-settings.pdf


From DSPD:



Currently, individuals who require “skilled nursing services” are limited-and in many cases, prohibited- 
from having choices of where and how they receive services. 

In order to comply with the HCBS Waiver, the state of Utah must demonstrate that all individuals have 
access to home and community based services, regardless of their ability: medical needs are not an 
excuse to limit services

Is this really necessary?

● In the last 3 years, Primary Children’s Hospital has placed 629 g-tubes and 360 trachs
● Medicine is advancing-these numbers will increase as more individuals reach adulthood
● Once they turn 18, the current waiver options exclude them from receiving the same opportunities 

for services outside of the home, simply because of their nursing needs

With your support, we hope to work together with DSPD, DOH, CMS and providers 
to find a solution to give more individuals options for care



Imagine being 
invited to a party, 
but with 
restrictions:


